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Laura Kann, PhD, is a senior scientist and distinguished fellow. She serves as the chief of the School-Based 
Surveillance Branch in the Division of Adolescent and School Health and manages the Division’s scientific 
portfolio of four large surveillance systems (the Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System, the School Health 
Policies and Practices Study, School Health Profiles, and the Global School-Based Student Health Survey). 
Dr. Kann’s primary area of interest is domestic and international school-based survey research.  She has 
authored more than 200 peer-reviewed scientific publications as well as numerous peer-reviewed national and 
international conference presentations and posters. Dr. Kann has also received many academic and professional 
awards, including the Department of Health and Human Services Secretary’s Award for Distinguished Service. 
She is a past president of the American School Health Association and has worked in the Division of Adolescent 
and School Health since 1987.

Dr. Kann received a Bachelor of Science degree in school health education from the University of Illinois in 
1982, a Master of Science degree in health education from the University of Illinois in 1983, and a PhD in 
health behavior with a minor in measurement and evaluation from Indiana University in 1987.
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